After a glowing eulogium on the rare merits of Laennec and the distinguished services which he has conferred upon medicine, by the 
Guy's Hospital Reports.
[Jan. As a matter of course, the existence of these signs might seriously mislead a physician in the diagnosis of recent disease, if he were not aware of their long standing. Hence the necessity of making minute enquiries as to the past history of a patient. 5 . Distension of the abdomen from Ascites or from enlargement of the Liver or Spleen, &c. in short whatever tends to push up the diaphragm and to prevent the free expansion of the lungs, may have the effect of producing dulness upon percussion and feebleness of the respiratory murmur in the inferior part of one or of both sides of the chest; and may thus give rise to the suspicion of a Pleuritic Effusion being present, when all is right within the thorax.
The position of the patient, according as this is upright or horizontal, will necessarily have the effect of modifying the extent and degree of these abnormal signs just mentioned.
6. Of all the sources of fallacy to be encountered in the physical diagnosis of diseases of the lungs, Bronchitis is by far the most prolific of mistakes and oversights.
The co-existence of this disease is exceedingly apt to obscure the auscultatory symptoms of Phthisis, Pneumonia, and Pleurisy, as well as various forms of chronic pulmonary disease.
The value of the following remarks, on the complication of bronchitis with tubercular disease of the lungs in its early stage, will be appreciated by every practical physician :? " It is under such circumstances that the too exclusive stethoscopist is liable to be beaten in diagnosis by those who reject physical examination altogether; for, the latter inquires carefully into the history of the patient and of his family, he observes attentively the patient's general aspect, and the character and order of the general symptoms; all of which are wont to be too much disregarded by the stethoscopist. Nevertheless, if the stethoscopist do his duty, he has greatly the advantage: he will institute an equally careful inquiry; added to which, he will observe whether the bronchial obstruction is limited to the apex of the lung; he will repeatedly, and for some minutes at a time, apply the stethoscope, or, what I prefer, the naked ear, to the upper part of the chest: he will desire the patient to breathe freely, to cough, and, if possible, to expectorate. He will, by so doing, often succeed in removing the obstructing mucus, and thereby develop, however slightly, some degree of bronchial respiration, or bronchophony, or both; signs strongly confirmatory of phthisical disease in doubtful cases. Ac-cording to my own experience, the individual symptom, which, without being decisive, above all others increases the apprehension of phthisical disease, is occasional slight haemoptysis just sufficient to tinge or streak the 6puta." P. 9. We are inclined to attach more importance than Dr. Addison seems to to the character of the sputa. In In three of the cases, the sudden suppression of the menses, resulting from fright, is mentioned as the immediately-exciting cause of the attack.
[Jan. I rheumatism. This number, amounting to nearly 14 per cent., may be, perhaps, regarded as a fair average." P. 370.
In some of the cases of rheumatic complication, there was Pericarditis present.* Treatment, mode and duration of.?With respect to the latter point, it would seem that, in an immense majority of the cases, the patients were under treatment for from three weeks to two months. We shall now briefly notice the results of the principal modes of practice that were tried.
To trust entirely, or even mainly, to the use of Purgatives, in conjunction with good diet, and, it may be, wine also, as some have advised, is a practice that cannot be favourably spoken of. There is a form of tonic aperient however, which may often be used with very great advantage, more especially in the weak, ill-fed children of the poor. This is a cold infusion of Rhubarb (5ss. sliced) in port wine (sviij) ; two or three table-spoonfuls may be given thrice a day. " The effect of this medicine, together with good diet, is often very remarkable ; not only upon the disease for which it is prescribed, but also upon the health, strength, and general appearance, of the little patients. It must be, however, acknowledged that, while it improves the general health, it sometimes fails in curing the complaint." P. 383 .
We need scarcely say that the state of the bowels must be carefully 
